
UK's Uskmouth proceeding 'cautiously' with plans
  
London , 19 June (Argus) — The owner of the UK's 363MW Uskmouth coal-fired plant, Simec Uskmouth 
Power (Sup), is proceeding cautiously with its coal-to-biomass conversion plans.

Co-firing will start next month, but the route the firm will take to fund the move remains uncertain.
Sup aims to convert "at least one" of the three Uskmouth units to make the facility compliant with the 
EU's large combustion plants directive (LCPD). It hopes that more subsidies will become available to 
help it finance the programme.

"We believe that something will change, as the UK government's current policies are unsustainable," the 
firm said. "Some kind of 'grandfathering' will remain available or finances will be redistributed for 
base-load power."

The UK's Department of Energy and Climate Change (Decc) has closed the contract for difference 
scheme to new coal-to-biomass conversions, by earmarking no funds for them in its latest allocation.
And it has tabled the removal of grandfathering guarantees under the renewables obligation (RO) to 
protect the contingency of its levy control framework.

Decc is yet to publish the results of its consultation. Sup will look to obtain CFD funding for two units 
and RO support for another. "We intend to submit two CFD applications in the next allocation round," it 
said.

Decc is likely to announce the strike price for the round — expected to be held in October — in the 
summer, before it finalises the details of the budget.

Sup has no guarantee of funding and has ruled out the capacity market as an option for Uskmouth. It has 
not taken any steps to reduce sulphur or nitrogen oxide emissions from the plant to date, which are 
required under the LCPD.

Uskmouth continues to generate power intermittently through coal combustion in peak hours, up to a 
maximum capacity of 115MW at one unit. "We should hit around 78MW as wind is low," Sup said.
The complex has operated above 70MW on six occasions so far this month, according to data submitted 
to UK transmission system operator National Grid. Ouput was zero on nine days.

Sup has scheduled biomass cogeneration for next month at around 5pc, most likely using white pellets. 
The complex will eventually burn steam-exploded or torrefied biomass when the conversion is completed 
in 2016-17.

Torrefied biomass offers energy content of 19.5-20.5 GJ/t, some 2.5-3.5 GJ/t more than traditional white 
pellets. Its properties are similar to those of coal in terms of water resistance and durability.
Uskmouth achieved efficiency of 33-34pc when it last ran at nameplate capacity, Sup said, adding that it 
projects efficiency to dip marginally following the conversion.

SUP plans to burn around 1mn t/yr of torrefied biomass, but only around one-third of this figure if it can 
only convert one unit.

The company still aims to construct a biomass pellet mill on site, which would draw on locally sourced 
and imported wood and pulp fibre.


